1919 : Bid Me To Live

Pluto in Cancer (1913-1938)*

“My sign posts are not yours, but if I blaze my own trail it may give you confidence and urge to get out of the murky, dead, old, thousand-times explored old world, the dead world of overworked emotions and thoughts.”   - HD, Notes on Thought and Vision, Scilly Islands, 1919

Robert Duncan born in January 1919
Andre Breton & Phillipse Soupault composed by magnetic fields 1919
In the wake of his squall? 
                                           Noted October 1, 2025, a Wednesday
After explorations of the HD Book (ADHD, Paul suggested) with poet Michael Boughn
           And assorted riff raff scholars & poets convened by Cascadia Poetics Lab

Not a day song but an evening song
After the Yankees came back to beat the Sox and tie the wild card series
In  shutdown USA

1919 les champs magnetiques like mushrooms dans la forete sauvage, 
the Holy Forest what else happened that year was
the end of World War I with the signing of the Treaty of Versailles, 
the Winnipeg General Strike in Canada & the Seattle Strike
the start of the Irish War of Independence, 
Red Scare in the United States, massacre in Centralia, Washington 
Amritsar Massacre in India, 
the start of the Greco-Turkish War, 
the creation of the Canadian National Railway, 
and a unique molasses flood in Boston.

The collapse
Of Empires!!!

light bending matched the General Relativity prediction
solar eclipse on 29 May 1919
seen at Sobral, Brazil, and Principe, West Africa
reported on 6 November 1919
which established wide support for the General Theory
and made Einstein a global household name.


in 1919 H.D. wrote her Notes on Thought and Vision
translated Euripides
had the flu
argued with Richard Aldington
turned the whole tide of human thought


DH Lawrence left England
             For Good, beginning his savage pilgrimage
                   (and survived the flu) – he’d been exiled from Zennor 1919
          a new continent of the soul

       (ah Saint Senara
              where are you now?
            Did the mermaids
                    Drag you away?
                                  Or did the covered wagon carry you abroad?)

For 8 days, writing writing writing, Breton Soupault
       Exhausted & ecstatic – 
                The Hotel des Grands Hommes,
                     At 17 place du Pantheon, Paris
          
AUTO-MATIC!!!

Robert Duncan
Born at home
Oakland California
Flu fear
H1N1 influenza A
(Spanish flu killed 
between 17 and 100 million worldwide,
DEADLIEST EVER)

Entering a world of FEAR
1919

Lawrence drafts Psychoanalysis & the Unconscious
Taormina Sicily
Sigmund Freud writes
“The Uncanny”

what is the compulsion to repeat?
palimpsest palimpsest palimpsest
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A democracy of touch!!!
Tenderness!!
Phallic consciousness!!!
“Never trust for one moment
any individual who has unmistakable personality.
He is sure to be
A life-traitor.”


Pound, living in Toulose, France
publishes Quia Pauper Amayi
“Because I was poor, I loved”

“When the nightingale to his mate
sings day-long and night-late
my love and I keep state in bower in flower”
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The trenches
The MUD
The State

(My Great Uncle Axel dying in Vancouver, B.C.,
gas and shrapnel
1919 Mons –
lingering
until August 22, 1923
my Mom met him – she was 2)

“Where the individual begins, life begins.
At last we can begin to live
From the spontaneous initial prompting
Instead of from the dead
Machine principles of ideas and ideals.”

STARFISH & NETTLES
A lonely purple urchin
Siting upon a toy drum
Painted with dragons

A search for paradise
Bid me to live


“There is no great art period without great lovers.”


Though the anal gas of machine men
Fills the air
Of the cities
& while masked henchmen of Moloch
surge forth from their black SUVs

“Hats became antediluvian monsters
and the smiles of merchants forced us to flee.” 


Bid me to live!
Bid me to live!



* “In the context of the early 20th century, these astrological factors can be seen as representing the convergence of idealistic post-war ambitions and the underlying psychological and political upheaval that would define the decades to come. The grand alignments of 1919, combined with the momentous worldly events, mark it as a powerful turning point from an astrological perspective.”












           

